The Grammatical Framework and Textual Analysis – what do you really need to know at A2?

You must know:

· Pronouns: first/second/third person singular and plural

· Nouns: abstract and concrete, proper and common

· Sentence functions: declarative, imperative, interrogative, exclamatory

· Adjectives and adverbs (people often confuse adjectives with abstract nouns)

· Modifiers and intensifiers

· Verbs

· Simple sentences

· Orthography: historical spelling features (extra ‘e’; doubled letters; variants like ie/y, u/v)

You should know all or some of the following:

· Comparatives/superlatives of adjectives

· Types of adverbs & adverbials (manner/degree/time/place)

· Verbs – aspect/tense; main/modal/auxiliary/primary

· Pre- and post- modification of nouns

· Conjunctions – co-ordinating and subordinating

· Compound and complex sentences

· Minor sentences

· Syntactic parallelism

You might even know:

· Passive/active voice verbs

· Finite/non-finite verb forms 

· Clause types: relative, comment, main, subordinate/dependent

· Clause types: adjectival, adverbial

Textual Analysis work always requires you to analyse the effect of grammatical and lexical features of the text.  Therefore, grammar is only one aspect, but a solid knowledge of grammar is often a differentiating feature of a very strong candidate.

You should be able to connect these grammatical features with contextual factors, i.e. audience, purpose, genre/form etc.  NB: be careful with the intended audiences of historical texts in Unit 5.  Diary entries are usually intended only for the writer’s eyes, or maybe their family.  A farmer’s wife writing a diary in 1796 is not doing so for ‘people interested in farming in the 18th century’!  Likewise, letters have a specific intended audience of an individual or household, unless written to a newspaper/magazine.

